
 

Welcome to The Actors Garden, a theatre school brought to you by 

children’s theatre veteran, Gigi Hudson.    

Actors Garden takes theatre education very seriously - so seriously that 

we believe theatre should be taught with a word that is not so serious: 

Fun!  

Take a look inside and see how much fun your kids can have!   

 

Actors Garden classes will begin the week September 11, 2017 

All classes meet The Actors Garden Studio   

909 Lombard     Oak Park, IL 60304   708.369.1055  
 

  

Where Theatre and Fun  Grow   H and in Hand   



 

Our Seedling Program Ages 4-7 

 

 

Storybook Theatre                                                                                                                                                     

Ages 4-6                                                                                                                                                                

Fridays Sept 15-Nov 17                                                                                                                                                                        

4:00 -5:00PM                                                                                                                                                              

150.00                                                                                                                                                                          

The youngest of our gardeners will get in on the fun! Your child is the star of their own fairy 

tale!  We will learn about theatre and performing as we engage in storytelling, story play and 

hands on activities.  This will allow us to immerse ourselves in the magical world of stories 

and fairy tales.  

 

Introduction to Theatre  
Ages 5-7                                                                                                                                            

Thursdays Sept 14-Nov16                                                                                                                                          

4:00-5:00PM                                                                                                                                   

150.00                                                                                                                                 

Through fun and exciting theatre games, students learn the basics of creative dramatics while 

being introduced to the wonderful world of theatre. Students get to create a new character each 

week by engaging in the art of story theatre.  

 



Tuneful Tales                                                                                                                                                             

Ages 5-7                                                                                                                                                       

Saturdays   Sept 16-Nov 18                                                                                                                                                               

9:00-10:00AM                                                                                                                                                               

150.00 

This class will focus on acting out stories through song, creative movement and theatrical 

improvisation, encouraging students to engage their imaginations and sense of dramatic play as 

they learn about music and theatre. Tuneful Tales will also build skills in listening, storytelling, 

body awareness and creative expression. 

 

Dance Me a Story                                                                                                                       

Ages 6-8                                                                                                                                             

Saturdays  Sept 16-Nov 18                                                                                                                                          

10:15-11:15 AM                                                                                                                                    

150.00 

 

This class is an extension of our Tuneful Tales Class.  Students have not needed to take The Tuneful Tales class 

in order to participate in the class.  Dance me a story will focus more heavily on storytelling through dance. 

Students will have fun as they start to learn all about dancing in musical theatre. They will learn how to express 

themselves through their body with innovative and fun dance techniques taught by our dynamic teachers!  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 Our Garden Program Ages 7-14  

 

 

Storytelling IV                                                                                                                                                                           

Ages 8-10                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Mondays 4:00-5:00PM     Sep 11-Nov 13                                                 

150.00 

*This class is open to those who have completed storytelling 1-3 (or by special permission 

of the instructor) This class picks up where we left off in the spring.  We will continue to 

explore new forms of story creation with an emphasis on performance.  If your child is 

interested in participating in this class and has not participated in our storytelling classes 

before please contact Gigi Hudson at gigi@theactorsgarden.com before registering for this 

class or register for our beginning storytelling class on Wednesdays.  

 

Adventures in Theatre 

Ages 7-10                                                                                                                                                                                               

Tuesdays 4:00-5:00PM    Sep 12-Nov 14                                                                                                                                                              

150.00 

This class is open to children who are trying theatre for the first time AND those who are 

seasoned veterans of the stage!  With fun and exciting theatre games, students learn the basics of 

creative dramatics and explore theatre concepts through acting out stories and plays. Students 

will work with costumes, props and even makeup as we explore the wonderful world of theatre 

together. A small production will be performed at the end of the ten week class.  



Storytelling I                                                                                                                                                                                   

Ages 8-10                                                                                                                                                                                   

Wednesdays 4:00-5:00PM    Sep 13-Nov 15                                                                                                                                              

150.00 

Storytelling is an art that is created and shared around the world that dates back before the written 

word. In this brand new class, students will develop their own storytelling talents, apply the 

techniques of storytelling, create storytelling guides, and perform their stories for an audience. 

Beginning Musical Theatre-Bouncing with Boynton 

Ages 7-10                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Saturdays 11:30-12:45     Sep 16-Nov 18                                                                                                                                                                                         

160.00 

This musical theatre class will celebrate the creativity and fun of illustrator and writer Sandra 

Boynton.  In 2002 Boynton stepped into the world of music with her Imaginary Musical Revue, 

Philadelphia Chickens.  In the fall of 2017 The Actors Garden will jump into the fun singing and 

dancing to songs like Snuggle Puppy, Be A Duck, Pig Island and Pajama Time among others. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                  

Scene Study 

Ages 10-12                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Wednesdays 6:30-8:00    Sep 13- Nov 15                                                                                                                                                                               

180.00                                                                                                                                                    

This class is a great one for those who would like to sink their teeth into a character without fully 

committing to a full-scale production. This course will develop skills in characterization and 

working with partners. In this class, actors will not only work on scripted scenes but will also 

work on improvisation exercises that focus on scene work.  Actors will perform their rehearsed 

scenes at the end of our ten weeks in a showcase for invited audiences.      

 

No-Fear Shakespeare  

Ages 10-14                                                                                                                                                                                          

Mondays 6:30-8:00 Sep 11-Nov 13 

     180.00  

 

Who said Shakespeare can’t be fun? Spend your Saturdays with Shakespeare!  This class will 

focus on fun Shakespeare-related projects, crafts and theatre games. We will explore more text 

and continue learning to "translate" Shakespeare, as well as what it was like to live in Elizabethan 

times.   This class is open to those who took our first Shakespeare class, to those who didn’t get a 

chance to take the class and to those who want to have FUN!      

 

 



Improvisation for the Stage                                                                                                                                                                      

Ages 10-14                                                                                                                                                                                   

Thursdays 7:00-8:30PM  Sep 14-Nov 16                                                                                                                                             

Price 180.00 

The Actors Garden is thrilled to have Katherine Trainor back!  Katherine again brings her 

improvisation training and experience to The Actors Garden this fall. This class is for those ready 

to take on a fun challenge. Improvisation is a great way for actors to learn how to always be in the 

moment, ready to react and ready to commit to a character. With loads of fun improvisation 

games, this class is a great way to polish your acting skills.            

                                                                                                                     

Musical Theatre I /Musical Theatre PERFORMANCE!!! 

Ages 10-12 

Sundays  

    12:00-3:00PM    

    September 17-November 19 (performances the weekend of November 18-19) 

    Price 300.00 

   Class/show limit 16 
 

A courtroom has never been more lively and fun than in The Big Bad Musical!  The jury 

— your audience — must decide the outcome of the biggest trial ever in the 

fairy-tale world!  The notorious Big Bad Wolf is being slapped with a class-

action lawsuit by storybooks of quirky characters who want to get even:  Little 

Red Riding Hood, her Grandmother, the Three Little Pigs and the Shepherd in 

charge of the Boy Who Cried Wolf.   

                                              Mr. Wolf makes a good case for himself.  Was he born a criminal, or made one?   

Our once a week three-hour rehearsal will keep us busy as we create a weekend of fantastic shows 

for an audience. Because of this, we will hit the ground running and will need a solid commitment 

from all. Those who sign up for his class must be available for all rehearsals! 

Musical Theatre II – A Tribute to Pasek and Paul                                         

Ages 13-16  

Sundays 3:30-5:30                                                                                                                                                                                                  

September 17-November 19                                                                                                                                                                                                

250.00 

Benj Pasek and Justin Paul: No writing team in recent history has made such a splash on the stage 

and screen as Pasek and Paul.  TheTony/Emmy and Oscar-winning songwriting team have helped to 

create the Broadway musicals; A Christmas Story, Dogfight, James and The Giant Peach, Edges and 

most recently Dear Evan Hansen. Their work on the film La La Land has earned them the Oscar for 

best song.  Students will get to experience the genius behind the two creative minds as they sing and 

dance their way thru may of their great pieces. 

   



 

Our Conservatory Program  

Ages High School and Above 

  

 
Lyrics and Songwriting for Teens                                                                                                                                                                         

Ages 14-18    

Sundays 

Four-week series   

$100.00 

October1- October 15 at Actors Garden Studio 

October 22 Final class at  Fitzgeralds                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Join award winning lyricist and playwright Dave Hudson in a supportive lab environment where he 

will draw on his experience writing more than twenty musicals and hundreds of songs. Whether 

writing your first song, or wanting to shape your existing songs into better shape, or even working 

on rap or spoken word, this class will help you learn how to get the most out of your words through 

presenting your work in class, and through studying the works of songwriters both past and present.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

*Our final class be at our monthly Open Mic at Fitzgerald's for class members who are ready to 

share their work. 

 

Write Fright Night! 

Ages 14-18 

Friday Night October 13 

6:00PM-10:00 

Performance 10:30PM 

60.00 

A NEW WORKSHOP!!!  Beat the bad luck of Friday the 13th in this an exciting, challenging, and 

fun workshop.  Participants devise, direct and act in a 15 minute play that they perform at the end of 

the night.  In just one evening, we work together to create and perform a unique play! We will open 

the doors to the public to showcase our work at 10:30.   

 



And more information about these events growing in the Garden 
 

PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITY 
                                         ATTENTION High School and College Students 

Look out for information about our January 2018 production! (show to be announced soon!)                                                                                   

Auditions: Saturday November 4, 4:00-7:00PM   

Possible Callbacks  Tuesday November 11 7:30-9:00PM 

Rehearsals: (Subject to change) Limited during November and early December 

Tentative rehearsals: Saturdays: 4:00-6:30, Sundays 6:00-9:00  Mondays: 7:30-9:30 

*More frequent During winter break.   

*All actors must be available during winter break 

Tech Jan 2-5 7:30 PM-10:00 PM 

Performance dates: January 5, 6, 7 (Times TBA) 

Auditions and Rehearsals will take place at the Actors Garden Studio 909 S Lombard, Oak Park.                                  

Performances at Dominican University 

This audition is open only to High school /College students.  

 

  



And for our Adults!! 
Our BYOB  Friday Studio Series 

Wind down the work week with a little wine and a lot of words 
 

Lyrics and Songwriting for Adults 

Fridays 

BYOB     

.                                                                                                   

Whether you are an experienced songwriter and could use a fresh set of eyes on a song, or are new to 

this and you’ve always wanted to write a song; join award-winning lyricist and playwright Dave 

Hudson in a supportive lab environment where he will draw on his experience writing more than 

twenty musicals and hundreds of songs. This class will help you learn how to get the most out of 

your words through presenting your work in class, and through studying the works of songwriters 

both past and present.  
 

Wine and Weaving Words – Learning Songwriting through Carole King’s “Tapestry”                                                                                                     

Carole King’s second album, Tapestry is both a massively successful album in its own time and has 

proven to be incredibly enduring over the years.  Carole King came out of the great New York 

songwriting community that was centered in the Brill Building. She created Tapestry through the 

finely honed craft that she learned while creating hits for other artists like The Shirelles, Little Eva, 

and Aretha Franklin.  In this class, Dave Hudson will use the songs from Tapestry to teach lyrics and 

songwriting from the basics to beyond.  Adults of all levels and abilities are welcome, playing an 

instrument and singing are not required. 

 

Stay tuned for the dates for these exciting adult classes! 
 

 
 

 


